
The industrial history of Žatec grew out of its long tradition
as a medieval trading town. Thanks to its strategic
location, a strong and enterprising bourgeoisie, and an
ability to adapt to changing European markets, Žatec
developed into an important centre of northwestern
Bohemia. Since the Middle Ages, its prosperity has been
shaped by skilled crafts, fertile agriculture, and lively trade
along the historic route between Prague and Nuremberg.

Gradually, a commodity that would make the town
famous far beyond the region’s borders began to gain
prominence — hops. The first mention of hop fields in
Žatec dates back to 1348. Despite the Hussite Wars and
later economic crises, Žatec maintained its position as an
important hopgrowing centre throughout the early
modern period, with commercial reach extending well
beyond the country’s borders. Yet this economic pheno-
menon fully blossomed only in the late 19th century, when
the brewing industry was undergoing rapid change and
demand for high quality, aromatic varieties was rising.

It was at this time that today’s Prague Suburb (Pražské
předměstí) began to take shape — a unique complex of
warehouses, drying rooms, sulfurising chambers, packing
facilities, and hop certifying warehouses unmatched
anywhere in Europe. The distinctive skyline, marked by the
tall chimneys of the sulfurising chambers used to vent
fumes during the preservation of hops, continues to
define Žatec’s unmistakable panorama to this day.

The industrial roots of Žatec are not tied to heavy
manufacturing, but to the processing and trade of agri-
cultural products. The town’s oldest industrial enterprise
was the municipal brewery, founded in 1801 by towns-
people who held brewing rights. This alone highlights an
important point: industrial production in Žatec did not
emerge out of nothing, but grew from longstanding
municipal priviliges and the economic strength of local
households and families.

The connection to the railway network in the early 1870s
provided a major boost. 

The Buštěhrad and Plzeň–Březno rail lines intersected in
Žatec, turning the town into an important transport hub
linking Prague, the Podkrušnohoří (Erzgebirge) region, and
western Bohemia. Without the railroad, Žatec would
never have developed into such a significant industrial
and commercial centre.

Žatec stood in an agricultural region, yet within easy
reach of the coal-mining and industrial districts of nor-
thern Bohemia. Local businesses thus operated right on
the border between two worlds—the rural hinterland and
modern industrial Europe.

At the same time, industrial development reflected the
society of the period. Businesses were founded and
managed by townspeople and entrepreneurs who often
maintained ties across the wider Habsburg Monarchy.
Žatec was connected to Prague, Vienna, and Saxony, and
its economic growth clearly had a supraregional dimen-
sion.

As a result, a new industrial district quickly emerged
around the train station. In rapid succession, businesses
appeared that clearly reflected the economic structure of
the Habsburg Monarchy at the time. The sugar refinery
was typical of the 19th century, when Central Europe be-
came one of the main centres of sugarbeet processing.
Wire mills, screw factories, and horseshoe workshops, in
turn, illustrate the everyday needs of transportation, agri-
culture, and crafts in the premotorisation era. And the
cardboard factory — producing boxes for medicines,
confectionery, jewellery, and cosmetics — recalls the
advent of modern consumer culture and industrial pack-
aging. Žatec thus did not produce only “big things”, but
also the very items that made the modern world modern.

The 20th century brought major turning points: two world
wars, a massive exchange of population, nationalisation,
and later the decline that followed 1989. Many factories
closed, while others found new purposes, leaving behind
a landscape that still reflects the turbulent history of the
century.

To Žatec for Its
Industrial Heritage →

@visitzatec

Tourist Information Centre,
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www.infocentrum-zatec.cz
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Heading to a museum or an event?
You'll find all the information here:
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The Hop Museum

connected the city with Prague, the hop-
growing region, and the surrounding

industrial centers

The Dreher Brewery

Municipal Brewery

The Temple of Hop  and Beer
is a modern tourist complex in the part
of the town called Pražské předměstí.

Chmelařství
Nowhere else will you find a taller
building dedicated to hop processing!

Next to the Tourist Information Centre lies the
world’s smallest hop garden with a wire trellis,
covering approximately 70 m². Yet the site has a
much older history - the Church of the Holy Cross
and the town guardhouse once stood here.

The Old Cardboard Factory

Renaissance Malt House

Žižkovo
nám.

The Main Train Station

the site of the former nail and wire works.
After 1945, the Mendl and Bechert family

businesses at Nos. 955, 1179 and 73 were merged
into the town’s largest postwar factory.

The Telatko Company

Sugar Plant

Screw Factory

The Leather Factory
at no. 868 founded by Jacob Kohn & Sons,
later owned by Humanic Leder.

Purkyněho

The view of the Prague Suburb presents a distinctive
panorama of Žatec’s hop processing industry. The
silhouette of warehouses and packing facilities,
punctuated by tall chimneys, recalls the era when hops
were prepared here for markets around the world.
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Svobody

Nerudovo
nám.Svato

václa
vská

was expanded by the Telatko
family during the 19th century
and later. After nationalisation,
production was moved to the
Šroubárna (Screw Factory);
today, the building houses the
workshops of Chmelařství n.p.

traces the history of hop-growing from the Middle Ages
to the present day. It is housed in former warehouses and
packing facilities keeping a high degree of authenticity.
Another highlight is a hop-picking machine from 1954.

later served as a granary and residential building; today it
serves as a gallery hosting the exhibition “Žatec in Film”.

standing on the site of the former Žatec Castle, later
used as barracks. Established in 1801, it is the town’s

oldest industrial enterprise, founded by townspeople
holding brewing rights. Part of the complex is
accessible from the Žatec Brewing Museum.

Iron Bridge

founded in 1898 by an association of entrepreneurs from
Žatec. Its beer was exported abroad, and the enterprise
became a showcase of modern brewing technology.

once a modern, largescale facility,
efficiently integrated with the railway

network to process sugar beets from the
broader agricultural hinterland.

the first suspension bridge in
Bohemia stood here from 1827 to

1891. The present iron truss
bridge was built in 1896.

Did you know that… there was a Masonic Lodge in
Žatec that included prominent local industrialists
and architects, such as factory owner Leopold
Bechert and architect Hildebert Kolbe?

On the mapazatec.cz website, you’ll find a wealth
of information about Žatec’s hop-growing heritage.
You can also use the audio guides, which will take
you on a tour of the town and its surroundings.

Žatec západ

Leo Sieber Pianofabrik
at no. 1014 manufactured musical
instruments, primarily pianos.

TIP: If you want to explore the topic in depth, begin your visit here.

founded in 1866, later expanded in the late 19th century to become the
largest facility of its kind in Austria-Hungary. After nationalisation and
several changes in ownership, production ended in 2002. Today, the
building houses the city archives and a branch of the regional museum,
which presents the exhibition From the History of Industry in Žatec.
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You can continue your journey through history
with our brochure To Žatec for a Taste of History →

Did you know that Žatec and the Landscape of Saaz
Hops have been inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage List since 2023? Explore them in detail with
our Guide to the Landscape of Saaz Hops →

Discover more fascinating stories about
the people of Žatec in our brochure
To Žatec to Meet Its Notable Figures →

Heritage site/monument associated
with the hop-growing tradition

The building is not open to the public

Panorama of hop-processing buildings
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