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a Taste of History →

Welcome to Žatec — a town with a thousand years of
history. Its early perimeter was protected by fortifica-
tions dating back to the 10th century, when a simple
wooden palisade marked the edge of the settlement.
During the late Middle Ages and the early modern
period, Žatec developed a strong defensive system
with a double outer wall. Parts of the forward wall still
survive today, along with the Libočanská and Kněžská
Gates, which recall the places where everyday life
once flowed in and out of the town.

Within the city walls stands the Church of the
Assumption of the Virgin Mary, built gradually on the
site of an earlier Romanesque basilica. In the 14th
century, the church was rebuilt in the Gothic style and
later expanded with notable Baroque and NeoGothic
additions. These successive transformations make it
one of Žatec‘s most striking and historically rich
landmarks.

Just a few steps away stands the town hall, a building
that clearly reflects how Žatec has evolved over the
centuries. The original cloth market hall was trans-
formed into the seat of the city administration, while
the tower first served as a watchtower. In the 16th
century, the building acquired a Renaissance appear-
ance and even housed a town hall prison. Its present
form has been shaped by later renovations and by
several fires, each leaving its mark on the structure.

Meder House is a fine example of a late medieval
townhouse. Houses in this part of Žatec are charac-
terised by elongated floor plans; many were built
directly against the city walls, and their basements
contain multistorey Gothic cellars. Some of these
houses held brewing rights — a privilege tied to the
property itself. Thanks to a strategic location of their  
houses,  townspeople  from  various  professions could

gain the opportunity to brew and sell their own beer.

Relatively  soon  after   the  Thirty   Years’  War,  during
a period of crisis for the city, a Capuchin Monastery
with the Church of the Coronation of the Virgin Mary
was built — the most significant architectural
achievement of the early Baroque era in Žatec. Its
construction was made possible thanks to a donation
from countess Ludmila Eva Frances of Kolowrat. Next
to the squareshaped convent, with its arcades and
cloister garden, stands the church, featuring an early
Baroque altar and a richly decorated interior.

The High Baroque period left Žatec with an impressive
outdoor gallery of sandstone statues of saints. The
Holy Trinity Plague Column, created by sculptor Franz
(František) Tollinger, commemorates the plague epi-
demics of the late 17th and early 18th centuries and
expresses gratitude for their end.

In the square near Meder House stands another
column    commemorating   the    great    fire   of   1738.
A number of Baroque statues can also be found near
the deanery church, adding to the rich ensemble of
historic sculpture throughout the town.

In the 19th century, Žatec transformed into a modern
city.   On   the   northern  edge  of  the   historic  centre,
a municipal brewery was established, and since then
it has continued to uphold the town’s renowned
hopgrowing and brewing traditions. The city also
flourished culturally: a municipal theatre was founded,
serving primarily the German community of the
period. A few decades later, a new synagogue was
added to the townscape, reflecting the presence and
significance of Žatec’s Jewish community.
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Heading to a museum or an event?
You can find all the information here:
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built between 1871 and 1872, stands as
a reminder of the former importance of the
city’s Jewish community. Kristallnacht in
November 1938 brought its original history to
an abrupt end. Today, the synagogue, together
with the adjacent rabbi’s residence, has been
restored and serves the public as a museum
of the Jewish community and a cultural venue.

 Žatec Regional Museum,
Would you like to delve deeper into the history of
Žatec? Visit the
where you can see the Žatec Treasure, explore the
unique Hops Stamp Collection, and admire
the magnificent Kříž Villa.

The Capuchin
Monastery     
was built between 1676 and
1684 and comprises the Church
of the Coronation of the Virgin
Mary, a squareshaped convent
with arcades, and a cloister
garden. After the order was
dissolved in 1950, the complex
served as a home for senior
citizens. Today, it houses
a community centre and
a pleasant public garden with
a small minizoo.

The Municipal Theater

The Synagogue

The Plague Column

The Town Hall

The Kněžská Gate

The Deanery Church

Meder House
was first mentioned in 1564 and was historically
associated with the butcher’s trade. After years
of neglect, it fell into ruin, but today it has been
restored and features an exhibition.

was built between 1848 and 1849 as one of the first
purposebuilt theatre buildings in the Czech lands. It has

retained its late Classicist appearance to this day. In 1948,
it received a stage curtain painted by Oskar Brázda.

Its tower originally stood alone as the town’s watchtower. Today,
the building houses an exhibition, and from the top of the tower

visitors can enjoy one of the finest views of the town.

was commissioned by a local pharmacist named
Calderar. Here, visitors can admire sculptures of saints

and the Holy Trinity beneath a copper cross.

was protected by forward fortifications. Its present
appearance dates from the early 20th century.

stands on the site of a Romanesque basilica. Over the centuries,
it has acquired Gothic, Baroque, and NeoGothic features.

Take a stroll along the fortifications and discover
the Hussite Bastion, the outer rampart, and two
preserved gates. The newly renovated paths and
open spaces around the walls make for a pleasant
and accessible walk.

A Walk along the City Walls

In 1421, the armies of the Second Crusade,
which had set out to destroy the city, were
defeated beneath the walls of Žatec. At
that time, Žatec was one of the strongholds
of the Hussite movement.
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Žatec does not have a traditional founding
charter, as it developed on the site of an older
fortified settlement. It first appears in written
sources as early as 1004, in the chronicle
of Thietmar of Merseburg.
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Poděbradova

The attics of these houses were once used for drying
hops. Their roof trusses were built to bear heavy loads,
and full sacks were hoisted up using pulleys and winches.
To this day, these buildings can be recognized by rows of
small dormers — the characteristic “oxeye” windows.

The Municipal Brewery
is located on the northern edge of the town

conservation area. It was built on the site of the
former Žatec Castle. It is the oldest

industrial enterprise in the city.

Do you want to learn more? Don't miss our
brochure To Žatec for Its Industrial Heritage →

Curious about who he was? You can learn more in
our brochure To Žatec to Meet Its Notable Figures →
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a heritage site/monument associated with the hopgrowing tradition

a distinctive religious building
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On the Threshold of History

The City That Stood Its Ground
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